Iatrogenic arteriovenous fistula after revascularization of the hand.
This is the first report of an iatrogenic arteriovenous fistula complicating revascularization of an incomplete amputation of the hand, due to inadvertent anastomosis of the proximal radial artery to the distal cephalic vein. This resulted in a severely painful, massively swollen hand, which was initially diagnosed as an infection or poor venous outflow and eventually required a below-elbow amputation. This complication of replantation or revascularization should be preventable by carefully matching the thickness of the vessel wall and the diameter of the lumen, to avoid anastomosing a proximal artery to a distal vein.